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a message from pastor anne 

WHAT’S YOUR STORY?     

 

This spring in worship and the spiritual growth hour, we focused on discovering God’s best 

version of ourselves (me 2.0)—exploring our talents, spiritual gifts, our personalities and 

values—all within the context of our relationship with God and the transformative work 

continually being done through the power of the Holy Spirit at work within us. That’s a 

long way of saying:  we focused on knowing our personal story.   

 

Why?  Because knowing who we are, and to whom we belong, allows us to thrive, to live 

more fully into our holy calling as children of God and in turn, to impact the world around 

us.  In other words, knowing your story is essential if you are serious about pursuing God’s 

purposes.  But more than merely knowing our story, it’s important that we feel comfortable  

telling our story—how our faith intersects with our life.  For many of us, this is easier said 

than done.   

 

Can we place the blame on our stoic Scandinavian background, (remember my Norwegian  

father’s favorite quip: “best not to say too much,”) or is it that we lack confidence? 

 

No matter how long we have journeyed as a disciple of Jesus Christ, we need practice and 

real life-experience, so that sharing about who Jesus is and what Jesus means to us becomes 

a normal and natural expression of who we are.  In our Sunday worship this summer, we 

hear individuals within our church community communicate how their story connects with 

the Great Story of God.  In addition, this focus on story will take place within the context of 

Abraham and Sarah’s inspiring yet complicated story, recorded in Genesis 12-20.  

 

I’ve never preached on Abraham and Sarah before so this will be a great opportunity (and 

challenge) for me personally.  But more than that, it is my hope and prayer that their life 

story helps us to recognize God’s presence, God’s leading within our own rather  

complicated, at times ordinary, lives. 

 

Philip Yancey has this to say in the NRSV Study Bible: “The life of Abraham is a fascinating 

story, true to life, full of bad moments as well as good.  He was hardly a theologian; a more 

comprehensive understanding of God would have to wait for Moses.  But Abraham’s faith 

is the root of Judaism and, thus, of Christianity.  In his encounters with God we get raw,  

uncensored truth; not religion invented by a philosopher, but religion as it really happens 

when God meets man. 

continued…  
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SUMMER WORSHIP ON THE LAWN 
 

On June 10, July 8 and August 19 we will be enjoying our morning worship service outside 

on the south lawn, at 10:30 a.m. After each service we will be sharing in a Potluck Brunch.  

In case of rain we will be meeting in the Upper Fellowship Hall for worship and the potluck. 

Look for more information about what you can do to help in future bulletins. 

a message from pastor anne 

                                                         (continued) 

CHOIR IN THE SUMMER: 

During the summer the choir sings once a month: June 3, July 22 and August 19.  This is a 

great opportunity for those who would like to sing in the choir but can't make the regular 

commitment during the year, because we have an Open Choir during the summer which  

rehearses only before the service.  The rehearsal schedule is from 8:30 to 9:00 am on June 3, 

then we move into the Summer schedule with the July 22 and August 19 rehearsal from 9:30 

to 10 am.  Gospel Choir will resume in September, again performing once a month.  We 

hope you can join the choir on these Sundays.  

summer worship  

10:30am beginning June 10 

 

“No wonder the New Testament cites Abraham more than 80 times, and Paul tells Christians 

they are the true descendants of Abraham (Galatians 3: 6-9).  Abraham’s life began to unfold 

the story of God’s long-range plans.  2000 years later, Abraham’s descendant, Jesus, came to 

fulfill the promises made to Abraham and his descendants.” 

 

I look forward to hearing your stories as you are inspired this summer by the stories of this 

imperfect patriarch and his wife.     
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worship series: abraham: the imperfect patriarch 

June 3 

Grow Down 

Colossians 2:6-7 

Ephesians 3:14-21 

Choir singing 

Kate Makosky, preaching  

 

June 10  OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

The Incredible Adventure Begins 

Genesis 12:1-9 

Romans 4: 1-5 

 

June 17 

The Journey Goes South 

Genesis 12:10-20 

Hero Training Camp highlights 

 

June 24 

Lessons from the School of Hard Knocks 

Genesis 14 

Hebrews 7:1-10 

Annual Meeting  11:45am-12:30pm 

 

July 1  

Communion 

Special Guests: Gary & Pauline Carlson 

missionaries to Japan 

 

July 8  OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

Believing the Impossible 

Genesis 15:1-6 

Romans 4:13-17 

 

July15 

The Perils of Taking Matters  

into our Own Hands 

Genesis 16 

July 22 

CHIC Sunday 

Choir singing 

 

July 29 

Identity Makeover 

Genesis 17 

Romans 4:6-12 

 

August 5 

Communion 

Laughing with God 

Genesis 18:16-33 

Romans 4:18-25 

Prayer Walk & Baptism Service  

at Lake Phalen following service 

 

August 12 

Bargaining with God 

Genesis 18:16-33 

Summer Ministries Highlights 

 

August 19  OUTDOOR WORSHIP 

From Sodom to Saint Paul 

Genesis 19 

Choir singing 

 

August 26 

Genesis 20 

If at First You Don’t Succeed, lie, lie Again 

All-Church Retreat at Covenant Pines 

 

September 2 

Communion 

Praying the Lord’s Prayer 

 

There will be no adult, youth or children’s 

spiritual growth classes during the summer. 
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children: infant - 4th grade 

THE GREAT MOVE UP!  

On Monday, June 11 (the first day of Hero Training Camp) all children and youth transition 

to activities that correspond with their grade for the 2012-2013 school year. 

 

WORLDS OF WONDERS is an experience just for our incoming 1st – 4th graders. It’s a day 

to play games, eat lunch together, hear a Bible lesson and enjoy an amazing field trip 

all for $10!  This is a great time to bring friends!  

Tuesday, July 10, 10:30am-2:30pm 

We’ll talk about what it is to be brave as we hear the story of Gideon from the Bible.  

We’ll play some games, eat a bag lunch and then head to Marcus Theaters in Oakdale 

to see the movie, “Brave.” Bring a bag lunch and $10 for movie, popcorn & pop.  

RSVP by July 6.   
 

Wednesday, July 18, 10:30am-2:30pm 

Como Zoo Field Trip! We’ll talk to the animals, ride the carousel, and see the Sparky 

the Seal Show. Bring $10 and a bag lunch. RSVP by July 16.    
 

Thursday, July 26, 10:30am-2:30pm 

We’ll be heading to the Children’s Museum, where we’ll join the CyberSquad for a  

fun-filled technology and math-based adventure. For a preview visit this link: 

pbskids.org/cyberchase. Bring $10 and a bag lunch. RSVP by Tuesday, July 24.       
 

Monday, July 30, 11:30am-3:30pm 

Let’s dive in to God’s Word! First we’ll hear the story of the greatest Lifesaver of all, 

Jesus.  We’ll eat a bag lunch and then we’ll head to Maplewood Community Center 

(where hopefully none of you will need lifesaving) as we swim and ride the waterslide.   

Bring $10, a bag lunch, towel and wear your swimsuit under your clothes. 

RSVP by Friday, July 27.   
  

Friday, August 17, 10:30am-2:30pm 

We’re going to be visiting the new Tamarack Nature Center in White Bear Lake.   

Bring a bag lunch and $10. RSVP by Tuesday August 14.   
   

RSVP to Colleen 651-260-1979 by each date highlighted to be sure we have enough  

transportation. Scholarships are available on request. 
 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Children’s Church will continue through the summer. Look for the exact time in the bulletin; 

children will be dismissed from the service and meet that week’s Children’s Church leaders 

in the back of the church. The Pre-K children will go to the Jungle Room and Grades K-2 

will go to the Garden Room.  

CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL AND WEDNESDAY EVENING PROGRAMMING  

will resume in the fall. Many thanks to our wonderful team of volunteers! 
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youth: 5th-12th grades 

THE GREAT MOVE UP!  

On Monday, June 11 (the first day of Hero Training Camp) all children and youth transition 

to activities that correspond with their grade for the 2012-2013 school year. 

INTRODUCING...PETERSON PIERRE, OUR SUMMER YOUTH INTERN 

 

My name is Peterson Pierre and I am the son of Pastor Lidovick Pierre of The Haitian  

Christian Fellowship. I have been around First Covenant my whole life. When Kate asked 

me to be an intern, I felt as if it was a direct message from God. Last summer when we went 

to Haiti I wasn’t sure what my call was there and what to expect. God being God, He is,  

revealed to me what I should have been doing there, and let me have a strong impact on 

the team and the youth on the trip. So I started to feel my call in youth ministry. 
 

I love working with kids and youth, have been a counselor at many camps and worked with 

youth groups, children’s church and nursery. God has blessed me with talents to relate to 

kids and youth, and to have them trust me. I love to spend my free time playing music. I 

play the drums, guitar, and sort of bass—I love music. I am excited to see what God teaches 

me through this internship.   - Peterson 

50SIX 
incoming 5

th
 and 6

th
 graders 

 Grill Out Chill Out 

 Tuesday, June 19, 5:30-7:00pm at Lake Phalen 

 Come hang out, chill out, grill out and enjoy just being OUT(side) as we kick off the 

 summer together! 
 

 Get Your Skate On 

 Tuesday, July 10, 5:30-7:00pm at Saints North 

 Games, prizes, in-line and roller skating fun to be had on this great night! Cost: $5 
 

 Feed My Starving Children 

 Tuesday, July 24, 5:30 - 8:00pm at Feed My Starving Children in Eagan 

 Help package meals to send to children and families in need in developing countries. 

 Come serve alongside your friends and peers. 
 

 Movie Night - Brave 

 Tuesday, August 14 - time TBA 

 A unique heroine is the feature of our movie night; details will be released closer to 

 the date. Bring your friends and catch a glimpse of how we are all uniquely made. 

CONFIRMATION ORIENTATION 

Wednesday, August 22, 6:00-7:00pm 

Incoming 7
th
 graders and their parents and guardians are invited to join us for pizza and to 

learn about what the Confirmation Journey is all about beginning this fall! 
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WEEKLY SUMMER PROGRAMS FOR YOUTH 

Begins Monday, June 18 and runs through Thursday, August 16,  

For incoming 7
th
 - exiting 12

th
 graders. 

 

Get ready to thrive, be transformed,, and connect this summer. All programs happen 

throughout the summer unless otherwise noted - if you are in town, then so are we! 
 

 TRANSFORM 

 Mondays from 3:00-5:00pm (except August 6) 

 A weekly Bible study as we sprint through the Old Testament. Your faith will deepen 

 and TRANSFORM your life through this intentional time together each week. 
 

 CONNECT 

 Wednesdays from 6:00-8:00pm (except July 4th & August 8) 

 Connect with friends and youth mentors throughout the summer. CONNECT looks a 

 lot like youth group: dinner, teaching, games and small groups, with some extra shots 

 of special activities like Messy Game Night (July 25) and Tacky Prom (August 15) 

 thrown in the mix. 
 

 THRIVE 

 Thursdays from 11:30am-3:00pm (except July 5 & August 9) 

 A weekly life skills class - whether it is relationship skills, cooking, interviewing for a 

 job or opening a checking account, this group exists so you will THRIVE in your life! 

 Cost: $5 per week. Scholarships are available.  

youth: 5th-12th grades 

AFTER-SCHOOL PROGRAM 

This year was a challenging and exciting year for our newly formed after-school program. 

We have an average of 25-30 students coming each week after school to get homework 

help, eat a healthy snack, and form new relationships. We have seen almost 60 different  

students come to this program, and it continues to grow. We are blessed to have the Saint 

Paul Covenant sponsoring us, which helps to fund and support what we are doing.  
 

This coming fall we are excited to be moving forward and hoping to expand this program 

to 3 afternoons a week. We as a church have a great opportunity to continue serving these 

students, but we cannot do it without volunteers. We are in great need of positive role 

models that can hang out with these students and help them with homework. Please  

consider volunteering one or two afternoons a week. We need you in order to continue  

improving the future of these wonderful students! 
 

For more information contact Mandy Griffin at mjkline8@gmail.com or 612-369-0805. 
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hero training camp -children & youth 

HERO TRAINING CAMP (HTC) 

(incoming kindergarteners through incoming 8
th
 graders) 

Monday, June 11 - Thursday, June 14, 2:00-5:00pm 

Phalen Rec Center, 1000 E. Wheelock Parkway 
 

Heroes…unite! Strap on your cape and your best superhero tool belt and get ready for a 

great week of Hero Training Camp. Full of sports- and arts-based clinics like cooking,  

basketball, football, origami, handbells and more, this day camp unites new and old friends 

and helps YOU discover the hero within, and the greatest Hero of all, Jesus Christ! Sign up 

by visiting the church website or pick up a registration form at the Hero Training Camp  

display. 

 
 

 HTC VOLUNTEER TRAINING 

 Wednesday, June 6, 5:30-7:00pm 

 Sunday, June 10, 12:00-12:45pm (for those unable to attend on June 6) 

 First Covenant Church of Saint Paul 

 Senior Highers (incoming 9
th
-12

th
 graders) and adults are invited to join the team 

 working with kids, assisting in leading clinics and/or helping behind the scenes. 

 This training is key for you to get the big picture of HTC and your role in this  

 exciting week.  Sign up to volunteer on the church website or by signing up at the  

 Hero Training Camp display.  
 

 

 HTC CELEBRATION 

 Thursday, June 14, 5:00pm 

 First Covenant Church of Saint Paul 

 Join us for our community celebration the last night of Hero Training Camp! This 

 evening includes dinner, a camper showcase and the celebration of an amazing 

 week! Sign up to help out or provide food for this evening by visiting the church 

 website or the Hero Training Camp display. 
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special events & camps -children & youth 

COVENANT PINES BIBLE CAMP (CPBC) 

Summer Theme: Limitless, Stand in Awe 

CPBC in McGregor, MN provides a safe, loving, exciting and energizing environment where 

life-changing moments happen on a daily basis. To get a registration form, see the Covenant 

Pines bulletin board in the hallway on the kiosk or go to www.covenantpines.org 
 

Kids Kamp      Pathfinders     Trailblazer Camps 

(entering Grades 2-3)    (entering Grades 3-4)   (entering Grades 4-6) 

June 23-25     June 25-27    June 28-July 3 
 

Junior High Camps    Senior High Camps 

(entering Grades 7-9)    (entering Grades 9-12) 

July 9-14       July 30-Aug. 4  

CHIC (Covenant High In Christ) 

From July 14-21, 26 9
th
-12

th
 graders and their leaders from First Covenant and The Compass 

Covenant will be spending an amazing week at the University of Tennessee, Knoxville, at 

CHIC. CHIC is a triennial youth conference sponsored by our denomination: the Evangeli-

cal Covenant Church. This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity includes transformative speakers, 

inspiring worship, hands-on-learning activities…all opportunities that can’t be replicated 

elsewhere!  
 

CHIC HIGHLIGHTS IN WORSHIP - Save the date! Sunday, July 22 is our recap Sunday in 

the worship service. Stories, worship and reflections on this inspiring conference are in 

store. Don’t miss out on this inspiring morning. 

EVERY KID TO CAMP FUND - We have a commitment to make CPBC a reality each summer 

for every kid who desires to go, no matter their financial abilities. To make your  

tax-deductible gift to this special fund, pick up an envelope at the Welcome Center or drop 

it by the church office. Thank you for your year-round support of camp! 

CREATIVE ARTS CAMP  

Monday, August 6-Friday, August 10, 9:00 am-3:00 pm   

Grades K - 8 

This is the newest addition to our Summer Ministries! Students will be participating in three  

classes; art, music, and drama.  They will all be working on The Wizard of Oz with a  

performance at 6:30 p.m. on Friday night.  Cost is $20 for the week, which includes lunch 

and a daily snack.   
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adult spiritual growth  

SUMMER BOOK CLUB 
 

Read a book during the summer?!? Reading a book and discussing it with friends can be a 

great experience.  Probing the author's ideas for application to our own lives has been 

meaningful. Last summer we read Rob Bell's book, Love Wins. The plan for this summer  

is to solicit suggestions for a book to read during the month of May and have our Club 

meetings in June and July. Our objectives are simple: to read, ask questions, and process 

the ideas and thoughts that develop.  
 

Maybe bring a friend? The Book Club can be a good environment to challenge our   

thinking as we listen to other life experiences. 

Come and ask the questions; come and live the questions. 
  

Let Keith Turnquist know of your interest and book suggestions. A form will be at the  

Welcome Desk. 

  

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 

Wednesdays 6:15-7:45pm from June 13-August 29 (no Bible study on July 4).  

Upper Fellowship Hall 
 

Join fellow seekers for a fresh look at scripture, through a study that weaves together 

“historical, cultural, and geographical contexts to reveal keen insights into how people in  

biblical times understood God and Jesus' teaching.”  This will be an interesting and  

insightful conversation, led by Roger Quant. We hope you will make plans to be a part of 

this study.  

 

 

COLLEGE AND CAREER INFORMATIONAL GATHERING 

Wednesday, June 6, 7:00pm (following the HTC training at church) 

Pastor Anne & Gordy’s (and Charissa & Curtis’!) home, 1108 East Hyacinth Avenue 
 

Join us for dessert, a chance to re-connect and to hear about the exciting things we’ve got 

planned for the summer! Email me at anne@first-covenant.org to let me know you’ll be 

joining us and/or if you need me to answer any questions. 
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our life together 

GLOBAL DAY OF PRAYER - May 27, 2012 
 

"If my people who are called by My name, will humble themselves ad pray and seek My 

face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin 

and will heal their land."  II Chronicles 7:14 
  

United by a 'Prayer for the World,' Christians from all over the world, from different  

cultures and denominations will gather in unity to pray. Pray alone, with your church,  

gather in homes or assemble in public places.  In meetings large and small, each one will be 

praying with the same vision of repentance and hope.  As at the first Pentecost, God will be 

worshiped openly. Prayers for healing and blessings of the nations will be offered in Christ's 

name.  On this day we are all praying with the world as we pray for the world. Go to 

www.globaldayofprayer.com for more information and to view "A Prayer for the World." 

Questions, contact Margaret Blum at hermarblum7@aol.com. 

THE 5TH ANNUAL RICK KLINE PRAYER WALK AND BAPTISM 

Sunday, August 5, 12noon-2:00pm 

Lake Phalen Pavilion, 1600 Phalen Drive, St. Paul 

 

We'll gather at Lake Phalen for a picnic lunch and prayer before walking around the lake. 

Our focus is to remember in prayer those who are battling cancer. 

After lunch, and before our walk around Lake Phalen, we will gather at the beach area for a 

service of baptism for those who desire to be baptized by immersion. Please let Pastor Anne 

know if you are interested in being part of this baptism celebration.   

 

ALL-CHURCH RETREAT AT COVENANT PINES BIBLE CAMP 

August 24-26  

McGregor, MN 

 

Join us for our annual get-together with friends and members of the church. Connect with 

God and get to know people of your church in a relaxing and fun weekend. 

 

ANNUAL MEETING OF FIRST COVENANT CHURCH 

Sunday, June 24, 11:45am – 12:30pm 

Upper Fellowship Hall 

 

We will review and celebrate how God has blessed us this past year and elect deacons. 

Child care is provided.  Your presence is important! 
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our life together 

ADOPT-A-COP 

We appreciated Officer Mark Lundquist and Dave Foster for sharing at our worship service 

on Adopt-A-Cop Sunday, April 29th.  We collected 34 stuffed animals and they have been 

delivered to Commander Casper at the East District.  Several people mentioned they forgot 

to bring their animals so I have left the box behind the Welcome Center and would be  

happy to make another delivery.  We also had six new people sign up to pray for an  

officer.  If you are still interested in praying for an officer, please let me know.  Our next 

note of encouragement will be delivered the first week in June.  Please have your note at 

church by June 3rd! Any questions, please let me know.  —Jan Mollet, rjmollet@gmail.com  

PIE  (PARTNERS IN EDUCATION) FUND 

First Covenant is privileged to have students attending North Park University. As their 

church family, we can support their Christian higher education through the North Park  

Partners in Education (PIE) Grant Program. Donations given by individuals to the fund are 

tax-deductible and are not designated for a specific student. The university will match our 

donations up to $500 per student. Thank you for prayerfully considering this special  

opportunity. Please ensure that your donations are designated for the PIE fund.  

The students at NPU next year will be:   

   Calise Berger 

   Joel Brand          

   Tatianna Hughlett 

   Nate Hutchins-Peterson 

   Charissa Pederson 

COMMUNITY RAIN GARDEN PROJECTS ON THE EAST SIDE 
 

A new rain garden will be developed at our church this summer.  This rain garden will help 

with a serious drainage problem at church, beautify the church property, and help with the 

water quality in our city.  In addition, we will be installing several rain gardens on the  

property of another neighborhood church, Holy Trinity Orthodox Church located at  

956 Forest Street (Forest and Case).  Excavation will begin soon, and specific work  

weekends will be scheduled during the summer. 

 

If you are interested in helping with this project, please contact Bill Cranford 

(billcranford@comcast.net) or Mike Schak (Mike@MikesConsulting.biz). 
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partners’ page  

FAMILY VALUES FOR LIFE (FVFL) SUMMER EVENTS; 
 

Feed Our Kids Lunch program, 12noon - 2:00pm 

June 11-15 at: 

    Contender for the Faith Church, 580 Case Avenue  

    New Hope Baptist Church, 711 Burr Street 

    Progressive Baptist Church, 1505 Burns Street 

June 18 - August 24 at:   

    Cultural Wellness Center, 965 Payne Avenue  

    East Side Rec Center will host breakfast, lunch & dinner, at 608 Kennard St. 
  

Second Annual Back-to-School Backpack Event 

Wednesday, August 29th, 5:30-7:30pm 

Wilder Recreation Center, 958 Jesse Street   

FVFL is partnering with East Side churches (including First Covenant) and other local  

agencies to distribute 1000 backpacks filled with school supplies for kids in need.  Donations 

will be accepted through August 26th to help with filling the backpacks.  Please place your 

donations in the box behind the Welcome Center.  Items needed are:   

PAYNE-PHALEN BLOCK NURSE PROGRAM 
  

Garage Sale Fundraiser  

Thursday, Friday & Saturday, May 31-June 2, 9:00am-4:00pm 

1070 Ivy Avenue East 

Donations for the sale are being gratefully accepted – contact our office at 651-774-7078 if 

you have items to contribute.  We also encourage people to stop by and see what’s  

available.  All proceeds go towards supporting our program.   
  

Annual Payne-Phalen Potluck Picnic  

Thursday, July 19, 4:30-7:00pm  

Lake Phalen Pavillion 

Bring a salad, dessert or appetizer to share in celebration of another year of good work in 

support of East Side elders with our staff and volunteers.    

 backpacks 

 packages of pencils 

 boxes of crayons 

 packages of pens         

(blue or black ink) 

 notebooks 

 

 binders (with dividers) 

 packages of lined paper 

 packages of white  paper 

 calculators 

 rulers 

 daily planners 

 

 combination locks 

 lunch bags 

 glue sticks 

ALLEY SHOPPE 

Each year the Alley Shoppe closes for the summer, so we will not be collecting any more 

items until they re-open in September.  
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looking ahead 

BLESS OUR SCHOOLS SUNDAY  

Sunday, September 16 
  

Churches worldwide are praying for Children and Schools every third Sunday of  

September.  Watch for further info regarding the celebration on this date at FCC.  Also, go 

to www.MomsInPrayer.org for more information. Questions, contact Margaret Blum at  

hermarblum7@aol.com.  

DISCOVERY CLASS: Interested in becoming a member of First Covenant Church? Keith and 

Marcy Turnquist will be hosting two open houses this summer; look for more information  

coming soon. A new Discovery Class is scheduled to start on Sunday, September 16th during 

Spiritual Growth Hour. 

COMMUNITY BIBLE STUDY 

Beginning Thursday, September 13, 9:15-11:15am 

First Covenant Church  

On behalf of Community Bible Study, we want to express our grateful appreciation for 

making your facilities so available to us. Your support and welcome to us is so encouraging. 

We pray for your church, the mission and God’s continued growth as you serve Him.  

Join us this fall for the study of four short books: Philippians, James, I John and Colossians.  

These studies are for everyone regardless of age, denomination, gender or Bible knowledge. 

LIFE GROUPS: We look forward to kicking off a new season of life groups this fall. Contact 

Kara Stromberg if you are interested in being a part of a life group, or if you would like to 

help coordinate the new groups that will be forming.  

WELCOME BACK SUNDAY 

Sunday, September 9 

We will start the new program year as we always have . . . together!  Plan on celebrating 

after worship with new and old friends.  See you there! 

CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 

RECONCILE 2012 

September 26-30 

Minneapolis Hilton and Convention Center 

We want to take advantage of this national conference being held in the Twin Cities this 

year.  Save the date and stay tuned for ways our church plans to participate.  For more  

information, go to their website:  www.ccda.org 
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contacts  

Alicia Zepeda               

Bookkeeper 

ext. 19  alicia@first-covenant.org 
 

Anne Vining   

Senior Pastor 

ext. 16  anne@first-covenant.org 
 

Colleen Deery   

Children’s Minister 

ext. 20 colleen@first-covenant.org 
 

Jon Hugger           

Head Custodian 

ext. 11   jon@first-covenant.org 
 

Kate Makosky   

Youth Minister 

ext. 18  kate@first-covenant.org 
 

Lee Zolen    

Custodian 

ext. 11 
 

Pat Kohnen 

Organist 

music.by.pdk@live.com 

Peterson Pierre 

Youth Intern 

ext. 18 
 

Richard Voth 

Minister of Worship & Creative Arts 

ext. 17  richard@first-covenant.org 
 

Rob Haarsager 

Director of Administration 

ext.12  rob@first-covenant.org 
 

Shelly Walstrom 

Nursery Coordinator 

shellywalstrom@gmail.com 
 

Ted Nordlund 

Visitation Pastor 

612-724-4864  tednordlund@gmail.com 
 

Trish LaMotte 

Administrative Assistant 

ext. 10  trish@first-covenant.org 

 

First Covenant Phone:  651-774-0344 

office@first-covenant.org 

www.firtst-covenant.org 

MINISTRY TEAM 

COUNCIL MEMBERS 

Carolyn Oliver 

Worship and Arts 

cjoliver@earthlink.net 
 

Cheryl Schak 

Recording Secretary 

cschak@mail.com 
 

Jeff Norris 

Finance 

jeffsandynorris@msn.com 
 

Jim Bain 

Treasurer 

jwbkbain@usfamily.net 
 

Joshua VerHage 

Kara VerHage 

Local & Global Outreach 

verhagej@gmail.com 

karabettinverhage@gmail.com 
 

Kara Stromberg 

Spiritual Growth 

karastromberg@gmail.com 

LeAnn Pedersen 

Melissa Johnson 

Congregational Life 

agent.leann@gmail.com 

dm-johnson@live.com 
 

Mike Schak 

Buildings & Grounds 

mike@mikesconsulting.biz 
 

Rachel Hanks 

Moderator 

rjhanks11@mm.com 
 

Ryan Utecht 

Generous Giving and Living 

ryanutecht4@gmail.com 
 

Steve Benson 

Financial Secretary 

steve_benson@bluecrossmn.com 
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Our Mission… 

Many voices celebrating our new life  

in Christ, living out God’s love 

through vibrant worship, spiritual 

growth and compassionate service. 

Vibrant Worship 
Rich in tradition and  

creativity, gathering for 
life-giving worship that 

brings glory to the  
Triune God. 

 

Biblical Teaching 
Connecting God’s people 

to God’s Word, to one  
another, and to the world, 
being empowered to live 

as Christ followers. 
 

Community  
Engagement 

Building bridges with  
partners and cultures in 

the community. 
 

Commitment to  
Children and Youth 

Developing and investing 
in children and youth to 

become followers of 
Christ. 

 

Missional Outlook 
Continuing our legacy as 
mission friends and mobi-
lizing people to serve lo-

cally and globally. 
 

Genuine Relationships  
Loving each other 
 as God loves us. 

How we live our mission… 

Grace 

 Receive God’s free gift of forgiveness, mercy 

and love. 

 Live in the reality of grace. 

 Share this gift with others. 

Growth 

 Integrate key spiritual practices into daily living. 

Gathering 

 Gather with the many voices of First Covenant 
Church to worship vibrantly as one body. 

 Gather regularly in LifeGroups to experience 
what it means to be known and to know others, 
in the truth and grace of authentic community. 

 Gather for special events that allow us to 
“celebrate our new life in Christ.” 

 The church caring for one another in time of 
need. 

Gifts 
 Discover and develop gifts, talents, abilities and 
passions, and use them to serve God and the 
world around us. 

Generous Living 
 Discover what it means to live with freedom and  
generosity by trusting God with our resources. 


